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gation of Yerevan at worship. 


Rev. Mouses B. Janbazian 


Spitak, the Armenian city that was 
completely destroyed by the cataclysmic 
earthquake of last December, is located 
in a valley between the Bazum and Pam- 
bak mountain ranges in Armenia. Look- 
ing at the remains of that ill-fated city, we 
could not contain our emotions; and we 
cried --. and cried aloud. Manoug, the 
guide from St. Etchmiadzin who Becone 
panied our team of AMAA/Armenian 
Evangelical Tepresentatives to the disaster 
area, commented that seventy percent of 
the population of Spitak was killed and 
that many bodies stil] lay under the rub- 
ble before us. Someone from our group 
murmured something about the prophet 
Ezekiel and his vision of the valley of dry 
bones. “This must have been what Ezekie| 
saw —. he remarked, with a voice emo- 
tionally charged with grief and anger 
And, indeed, Spitak and scores of ofhiek 
towns and villages we had seen that day 
fit the description of that valley full of dry 
bones as recorded in the thirty-seventh 
Chapter of the Book of Ezekiel in the Bi- 
ble. Death... destruction 
tions): 

Late that night, in the quiet of my room 
at the St. Etchmiadzin Monastery, | open- 
ed my Bible to Ezekiel’s Book aiid read 
about the valley of dry bones. But, then 
in the same passage I also read about the 
command and promise that Ezekiel had 
received from God— “Prophesy over 
these bones, and say to them, ‘O 


.. . desola- 


dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones, ‘Behold, I will cause 
breath to enter you that you may 
come to life’ ” Ezekiel 37:4-6. “And 
the ruined cities will be rebuilt 
and filled with people and the 
mountains of Israel will be filled 
again with homes.” Ezekiel 36:10-11. 

In the face of his people's unimaginable 
loss and suffering that had prompted his 
vision, Ezekiel must have wondered if 
God’s words made any sense. “Proph- 
esy. . .?” If God wanted to rebuild the 
ruined cities of His people and raise the 
stricken people of Israel, shouldn't he 
have chosen some other more powerful 
means? How on earth could a poor pro- 
phet help in bringing about what God 
wanted to do for His people? 

Yet God's response to Ezekiel’s ap- 
prehensions and doubts was a reassur- 
ing command: “Prophesy . . .!” That is, 
you do your job and leave the rest to 
God. You do what you are able to do; 
you bring your contribution of prophecy, 
labor and persistence, and God will take 
care of the rest. No matter how absurd 
your effort may seem; no matter how in- 
significant your contribution may appear 
compared to the awesomeness of the task 
of rebuilding the shattered homes and 
lives of your people, if you do your part, 
then God will do His share; He will heal 
the wounds of your battered people; He 
will rebuild the destroyed cities of your 
nation; and the mountains and plains of 
your land will be filled again with homes, 
people and children, 

As we struggle to cope with the earth- 
quake disaster in Armenia, God has the 
same message to each and every Arme- 
nian in the Diaspora or in Armenia. God 
is calling each one of us to bring our own 
particular share in the rebuilding of our 
Motherland. And no matter how insignifi- 
cant our contribution may seem, God will 
honor His promise and will reward our 
obedience to His command. He will allow 

us to see the recuperation of our people 
from this disaster, He will heal, strengthen 
and bless our people, so that the Nation 
He claimed as His own in 301 A.D. will 


- -- AND THE RUINED CITIES WILL BE REBUILT” 


by Movses B. Janbazian 


continue to become a living testimony tO 
His glorious power and saving grace 
among all the nations of the earth. 
“The ruined cities will be rebuilt 
and filled with people ... Youf 
flocks and herds will also greatly 
multiply ... mountains will be fill 
ed again with homes... . I will do 
even more for you than I did 
before ... and everyone will knoW 
I am the Lord.” Thus God spoke t 
Ezekiel and thus He is speaking to us tO” 
day. Let all who believe in Him say; 
“Amen!” and with faith and determination 
let each one contribute his or her pat 
ticular share to the rebuilding of Armenia: 
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The Inspirational Corns! 


LIVE THE WAY YOU PRAY 


I knelt to pray when day was done, 
And prayed: “Oh, Lord, bless everyone: 
Lift from each saddened heart the pain 
And let the sick be well again.” 

And then I awoke another day 

And carelessly went on my way. 


The whole day long I did not try 
To wipe a tear from any eye; 

I did not try to share the load 

Of any brother on the road; 

I did not even go to see 

The sick man just next door to me. 


Yet once again when day was done, 

I prayed: “O, Lord, bless everyone.” 
But as I prayed, into my ear 

There came a voice that whispered clear, 
“Pause, hypocrite, before you pray, 
Whom have you tried to bless today? 


“God's sweetest blessings always go 

By hands that serve him here below.” 

And then I hid my face and cried. 

“Forgive me, God, for I have lied; 

Let me but live another day, 

And I will live the way I pray.” 
—Author unknown 
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THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCHES 
IN ARMENIA AND GEORGIA 


There are two Armenian Evangelical 
churches in Soviet Armenia—one in 
Yerevan and the other in Leninakan— 
and two churches in the Georgian S.S.R.— 
one in Tbilisi and another in Sokhoum. 

he Armenian Evangelical delegates who 
visited Armenia in early April, in the 
peeise of their work, made a point of 
Visiting the two Evangelical churches in 
™menia and invited the pastor of the 
church in Tbilisi to a meeting in Yerevan. 

The following excerpts are from the 
report of the AMAA Executive Director, 
ah Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, submit- 

to the AMAA Board of Directors: 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
BAPTIST CHURCH OF LENINA- 
P —The church is located at 26 

aghramian Street in Noravan, one of the 
Poorer neighborhoods of Leninakan. It is 
°n old house converted into a small hall 
With 96 chairs. The gaping hole behind 
the Pulpit, a result of the earthquake, has 
£en closed with makeshift boards. The 
Walls and ceiling have cracks and the 
: uilding appears far from safe for gather- 
'Ngs. Nevertheless, the congregation of 
members meets regularly for Bible 
Study, prayer and worship. A Council of 
five elders provide leadership under the 
“Nairmanship of Sister Khanoum Khano- 
yan. 

The pastor of the Leninakan church is 

Rey, Krikor Malakian, a devoted Chris- 
lan gentleman in his mid-60's. His 
daughter-in-law was seriously injured and 
Was hospitalized. He, his son and his 
Srandchildren are staying at the home of 
& Christian family in Yerevan. During his 
8Dsence, Brother Kevork Topjian, one of 
the church elders, leads the services. We 
Visited Rev, Malakian and his family in 
€revan. It was encouraging to see Rev. 
alakian return to his pulpit in Leninakan 
©n the Sunday following our meeting 
With him. 
We also met with the members of the 
Ninakan church Council and discuss- 
ed the needs of the congregation. Some 
families who had found refuge in Yerevan 
and other cities are returning. Only a few 
Members of the congregation have lost 
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External view of the Armenian 


loved ones. The most striking need 
relates to housing. Unemployment is 
another problem. There are numerous 
needy families and elderly people. Since 
the congregation is registered with tee 
government, the church building is in- 
and eventually will be restored or 
rebuilt by the authorities. According to the 
Chairman of the Council for Religious At 


fairs of Soviet Armenia, Mr. Stepan 
k Vardanian, the restoration or 
wee aes ill be clarified in 2-3 


ebuilding plans wi 
en Residential buildings are being 


given priority, and there is a plan to aie 
the new center of Leninakan on sass 
the seismologically safer suburbs ‘ : 
city. European and American ‘ee : 
groups (TEAR Fund of England, Na oe 
Council of Churches of the US., 
World Council of chee ee fille 
i st in helping the church. 
Meter with church leaders ae 
government officials, we ee. 
expressed our hope that the needs 0 = 
church will be met, and that we are ready 
to help in any way We can to he. 
adequate building with auxiliary facilities 
ion. 

oe odes church also serves as 
the “parent church” for the small Arme- 


sured” 


Evangelical Baptist 


Co % 


Church building in Leninakan. 


Rev. and Mrs. Krikor Malakian 


nian Evangelical Baptist congregations of 
Kirovakan (about 40 members), Spitak (a 
few families) and Stepanavan (about 30 
members). None of these groups has a 
church building. They meet in houses for 
prayer, Bible study and worship, led by 
Rev. Malakian or local Christian leaders. 
The Kirovakan group meets at the home 
of Sister Hasmig Amiraghian. 
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The El ; 
e Elders of the Armenian Evangelical Baptist Church of Leninakan (left); the interior of the church in Leninakan (right). 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
BAPTIST CHURCH OF YEREVAN— 
The church is located at 90 Nardos Street 
in Yerevan. It has 500 members. The 
pastor is The Rev. Yuri Avanessian, a 
devoted Christian gentleman in his early 
40's. The church building is old and also 
too small for the congregation. A church 
Council, under the chairmanship of 
Brother Aram Arakelian, helps govern 
the life and witness of the congregation. 
Weekday meetings take place on Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings. There are 
two Sunday worship services, one in the 
morning and another in the evening. We 
attended and participated in the services 
on Thursday and Sunday. We shared 
brief messages, conveyed the greetings 
and love of our churches in North 
America and presented a communion 
chalice to the church as a token of our 
solidarity and fellowship with our brothers 
and sisters in Armenia. The services were 
moving and unforgettable experiences. 
On Sunday, attendance was over 350. 
The choir was impressive, the prayers fer- 
vent and the singing spirited. The warmth 
and fellowship of the congregation were 
beyond description. 

We met twice with the Yerevan church 
Council to discuss a broad range of sub- 
jects relating to the life of the church and 
the needs of the congregation. 

The members of the congregation have 
helped in the relief effort by opening their 
homes, providing food, distributing 
clothing and making monetary gifts to 
homeless families from the affected areas. 

There are still many families who share 
their homes and resources with displaced 
relatives and friends. The church has 


Sister Hasmig Amiraghian of Kirovakan with 
the Executive Director of the AMAA. 


used funds from its own treasury to help 
needy individuals and families. The 
church building and its surroundings, 
especially the entrance from the street 
and the stairway leading to the small 
church court, need extensive and urgent 
restoration. The church building is in an 
accessible area in Yerevan. Therefore, the 
leadership does not want to move the 
building to another location. Previous 
requests to renovate and expand the 
church building have been regularly re- 
jected by the authorities. In our discus- 
sion with the Minister of Religious Affairs, 
as well as with other government officials 
and church leaders, we emphasized the 
need for a more attractive and dignified 
place of worship for the congregation. All 
seem to agree about the need. We have 
ities will issue 
niovate and ex- 


Rev. Yuri Avanessian (right), Pastor of th? 


Armenian Evangelical Baptist Church of 
Yerevan, with Rev. Daniel Sahagian, Presidel™ 
of the Armenian Evangelical World Coun” 


pand the church after the more pressing 
needs created by the earthquake disast@ 
have been met. 

The church will shortly receive the gift 
of a van from the Council of the Unio" 
of Baptist Churches based in Moscow 
and a large shipment of clothing a” 
health and school kits from the Church 
World Service of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ—U.S.A. Bibles and 
hymnals, delivered through legitimat? 
and recognized channels, were cited a° 
standing needs. We were glad to lear? 
that the Bibles we shipped from Europ? 
last year had been received and dis 
tributed. Upon our urging, the Lausann@ 
Committee extended to Rev. Avanessia” 
and invitation to the Lausann?@ 


Nicaea Conference to be held next 
ae In Manila, The Philippines. We en- 
Mee cS him to respond positively, pro- 

Ng him our assistance and support. 
stian literature such as publications, 
aily devotional booklets, calendars and 
a are needed. It was again emphasiz- 
at such materials should be delivered 

Tough legitimate channels. 


BATE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
GEetIST CHURCHES IN 
ORGIAN S.S.R.—Upon our re- 
Test, the pastor of the Armenian 
(qunselical Baptist Church of Tbilisi 
“€orgian S.S.R.), Rev. Souren Harutu- 
a N, had come to Yerevan where we met 
ith him on two occasions and had in- 
“tmative discussions. There are two 
. ‘Menian Evangelical Baptist Churches 
a Georgia: one in the capital city of Tbilisi 
ond another in Sokhoum. The church in 
ilisi was organized in the 1850s. A 
tistian publication, Pari Lour (Good 
€ws) edited by Badvagan Tarayan of 
tts has played a key role in the 
Pititual enlightenment of its founders. 
aees missionaries have also helped the 
urch in its formative years. In 1926 
©Vvsep Zakarian was ordained as the first 
Pastor of the church. He served three 
Years and was followed by The Rev. A. 
Sitian, who provided pastoral ministry 
“ntil 1939, when the church was shut 
wn by Stalin and its pastor and leaders 
exiled to Siberia. For five years the church 
©ntinued its existence as an under- 
Sound congregation with Assadour 
g arutunian as its leader. In 1944, the 
urch was reopened and in 1952 Rev. 
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He served until 1980 when his son, ag 
Souren Harutunian, assumed the pas 
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The Rev. Souren Harutunian, Rastar of the 
Evangelical Baptist Church of Tbilisi, Georgia. 
ment and unreserved fellowship. They 
have served as beacons of Armenian 
Evangelical Christian witness with pa- 
tience, courage and endurance. Their 
many years of history of loyal service to 
Christ and His Kingdom is remarkable 
and even humbling. 


LEBANON: “A GLIMPSE OF HELL’ 


The following excerpts from a recent 
letter from Mrs. Nancy Sagherian 
describes the hellish conditions in which 
people live in Lebanon these days. “We 
have become a place of don't have. We 
don't have security. We don't have school. 
We don’t have electricity. We don't have 
much water” writes Nancy, and con- 
cludes her letter stating that the needs of 
the war-weary population of Lebanon 
have never been as critical as they are at 
present.” 

Nancy is the wife of Mr. John 
Sagherian, the Regional Director of Youth 
for Christ (YFC) mission Outreach in 
Lebanon. In conjunction with their YFC 
ministry, John and Nancy serve as 
capable and inspiring youth workers in 
our churches, schools, summer camps 
and Christian Endeavor Youth groups in 
Lebancn. John also tenders other impor- 
tant services to the local Armenian 
Evangelical community through his active 
Participation in the leadership of a 
number of local Armenian Evangelical in- 
stitutions, including Haigazian College 
where he is one of the four AMAA 
tepresentative members of the Board of 
Managers of the College. 

John, Nancy and other Christian 
workers, Pastors, teachers, social workers 
and community leaders in Lebanon are 
true heroes who, at the cost of great 
sacrifices, continue their gallant ministry 


to our suffering people in that war- 
ravaged country. 


We live in a country at war. We had 
almost forgotten this because it has been 


So quiet the past two years. Like magi-. 


cians, we had conjured up the Illusion of 
Peace. But that’s all it was—an illusion. 

The truth is we have been and are go- 
ing through some of the most difficult, 
frightening days we have seen in 
Lebanon. 

When the Syrians started shelling in 
mid-March, we had no idea it would grow 
into what we have now. There was no 
safe place, and we were amused to learn 
that some friends in Ashrefieh were mov- 
ing up to our village for safety when the 
day before some friends had left our 
village to move down to Ashrefieh for 
safety. The New York Times reported that 
up to 100,000 shells landed in East Beirut 
and the surrounding mountains in eight 
weeks. And we easily remember the 
sleepless night 20,000 rockets rained 
down. 

We slept on the floor at our neighbor’s 
for nearly eight weeks. When things grew 
worse, we stuffed Thia and Jay each 
night into a guest bathroom hoping that 
because it is in the center of the apart- 
ment, it might be safer. 

We slept with one ear open and 
because some of the worst fighting was 
during the night, we were physically worn 
out. We started experiencing some of the 
same side effects of war that everyone 
else was going through —irritability, 
apathy, inability to concentrate, head- 


John and Nancy Sagherian with thei 
children, Thia and Jay. 


ache, nausea. One morning we woke UP 
feeling as tired as when we had finally 
been able to sleep. Before we could eve" 
get upstairs to change our clothes, thé 
guns started up again. I looked at Joh" 
and said, “Surely this is a glimpse of hell!” 
It must be a place where you feel cons 
tant fear and your stomach is in a pel 
manent knot, where you have no securitY 
and there is no hope for the future, wher 
you feel helpless and unable to trust 
anyone. Surely this is a glimpse of hell. 


ee 8 thn as ec ea 
THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY IN SYDNEY 


The city of Sydney lies at the beautiful 
south-eastern shore of Australia, and 
what makes its beauty remarkable is that 
itis rich with forests, green hills and win- 
ding rivers. God has certainly bestowed 
on Sydney the blessings of natural beau- 
ty. Here, the leaves seem 
the sky bluer and the s 
brighter. 

An Armenian visitor, no matter where 
he or she may come from, need not feel 
like a stranger in Sydney, because almost 
18,000 Armenians from Lebanon, Iran, 


to be greener, 
un and moon 


Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, Palestine, 
Greece, the Balkans, Africa, etc., have 
settled in the city and in its seventy 
precincts. 

After all, why should an Armenian feel 
out of place when he or she can find the 
Armenian Evangelical, Armenian Apos- 
tolic, and Armenian Catholic churches 
with their leaderships and headquarters, 
two Armenian daily schools and six 
others which function on a one-day-a- 
week basis, where one can find the 
Armenian General Benevolent Union, 


the Armenian Red Cross, the Homenet 
men, Armenian periodicals, monthly 
church bulletins, hour-long Armenian 
radio broadcasts four times a week? 

Not only Armenians but people from 
many other lands feel at home in Sydney. 
They all benefit from the freedom of 
religion, which permits them to establish 
their churches, temples, mosques, etc., 
and organize cultural activities, publica- 
tions and broadcasting services. 

The term “multicultural society” may 
describe well the ethos behind the general 


Policy of the government, which pro- 
Motes the growth of various com- 
munities, but at the same time puts the 
ganization, contributions and advances 
of these communities in the service of a 
new Australia. 

The picture was very different for those 
Armenians who arrived in Sydney in the 
early nineteen-sixties; at that time they 
faced all sorts of difficulties. Those Arme- 
ee suffered under the pressures of a 
Sreign country, an English-speaking 
pameoesn people, a strange social and 
amily lifestyle and unknown rules of the 
ton tplace. Moreover, after being used 
in pees on the earnings of one person 

e family, many Armenian craftsmen 
and laborers suffered disappointments, 


but they persevered. They built new 
nests, started new churches, organized 
their communities and raised a gentle and 
constructive generation of Armenians. 
Statistics show that up until 1960, the 
entire Armenian population in Australia 
was barely one thousand (that is, about 
200 families). In 1966, there were already 
six thousand Armenians (about 1,200 
families) who lived in Sydney, Mel- 
bourne, Adelaide; Brisbane, and Perth. 
Currently, apart from those living in 
Sydney, six thousand Armenians live in 
Melbourne, a thousand in Perth, and 
another thousand in various other parts 


of Australia. 
(Rev.) Hovhannes N. Karjian 
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The Rev. Hovhannes N. Karjian. 
Ee 


IRANIAN-ARMENIANS STRANDED IN PAKISTAN 


Last year the AMAA joined with seven 
other Armenian-American organizations 
lo Create the Armenian Refugee Coor- 

Mating Committee (ARCC), which has 
een Pursuing the resettlement of Iranian- 

™menian refugees through our govern- 
™ent’s special “S.P. 6,000” semi-funded 
'efugee program. This special program 
allows interested communities to create 
New and/or additional refugee admis- 
Slons into the United States during fiscal 
1989. Thanks to the efforts of the ARC, 

ere has been created an opportunity to 
Make at least 100 semi-funded refugee 
Visas available for the Armenian refugees 
' Pakistan. These are mainly young 

tmenian men, some with their families, 
who had escaped the draft in Iran dur- 
Ng the Iran-Iraqi war. They cannot go 

ack to Iran, because they are branded 
8S deserters and traitors. They cannot 
Proceed to other countries either, 

€cause they are not recognized as 
“tefugees” They are, therefore, stranded 
in Pakistan, living in miserable conditions. 

hrough the above-mentioned program, 
there is now a window of opportunity to 
Save some of these young men and their 
families by bringing them to the United 

tates. The migration and refugee ser- 
Vices of the United States Catholic Con- 
ference, the largest volunteer resettlement 
rganization in the United States, has 
Agreed to resettle those Iranian-Armenian 


refugees from Pakistan whom ARCC 


sor. The ARCC’s sponsorship 


on 
ane s will be 


contribution for these refugee 
simply a financial one with the cost per 
refugee about $1,000 to cover their travel, 
processing, reception and placement 
upon arrival in the United States. Like 
“fully-funded” refugees, upon their arrival 
in the United States, they will be eligible 
for the full range of federally-funded 
social service programs. The AMAA, is 
of the seven constituent piniaesiy 
ARCC, will undertake its share of i lis 
program by providing for the sponsorship 
of 13 refugees at $1,000 each. A 
If sufficient funding is not comm! ee 
for the sponsorsiP of eh by spe 
Administration will not ma oe 
” visas available for Armenians, 
rt ail allocate them to six other ethnic 
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Yes. | want to help 
Encloséd is my gift of $_ —_——— 
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onary Association of America, 


save Armenian refugees stranded in 


and interested groups that have already 
made commitments to the State Depart- 
ment. It is crucial that the ARCC come 
h the necessary funds. This is im- 
success of our future 
behalf of Armenian 


up wit 
portant for the 
endeavors on 


refugees. % 
This year, the needs of our Home mis 


sion projects and overseas endeavors aa 
unprecedented heavy demands on 4 
AMAAs financial capabilities. As a result, 
we are now unable to respond to the 
above-mentioned emergency situation 
ring and compassionate people 


na ae elping hand. 
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Your gifts will help us save our strand- 
ed compatriots. Please fill in the coupon 


below and mail it today. 


Inc. 


Pakistan. 
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Make checks 


payable to AMAA. All gifts ar 


e tax deductible. 


A SPECIAL TRIP TO ARMENIA 


As soon as I heard of the Armenian 
earthquake and saw pictures of the 
children in hospitals, I wanted to go there. 
As a clown I often go to visit children at 
their bedside and entertain them with 
balloons and magic tricks. I also en- 
courage them to take their medicine and 
follow the instructions of the nurses and 
doctors. 

As an individual I knew that I could 
never make the arrangements for such a 
trip. Then I received a call from Dicran 
Jamgochian, Director of the Armenian 
American Friendship Foundation of 
Washington, DC, who said, “Edwin, they 
need you over there. Will you go with 
me?” He planned to leave for Yerevan on 
May 21 to look for missing relatives. Since 
I had gone to Armenia twice before with 
him, I knew that I would be in good 
hands. This was an answer to my prayers. 

After arriving in Yerevan and meeting 
with Mr. Kozmoyan and Mr. Shaboyan of 
the Committee for Cultural Relations with 
Armenians Abroad, I found out that 
many hundreds of earthquake victims 
from Leninakan, Artik, Kirovakan and 
Spitak had been brought to Yerevan. 
They were squeezed into every available . 
room in four different hotels and projects. 
I spent three days and one evening per- 
forming at three hotels. My audiences 
consisted of children, mothers, senior 
citizens and a few male adults. | spent 
another day at a children’s hospital and 

at an orphanage housing nearly 400 
children who had been orphaned by the 
earthquake. 

I will never forget the day I went to 
Leninakan, Spitak, Artik and Kirovakan. 


School children had already been 
dismissed for the summer, so I started to 
perform in the streets and among the 
rows of tents and shacks. Mothers and 
children came from all directions. Besides 
the animal balloons, | gave the young 
children other balloons and the older 
ones pens. 


| felt my trip to be worthwhile because 
] brought a little laughter, cheer and en- 
couragement to some of these victims. In 
my own way I tried to tell them: we love 
you, care for you and will try to help you. 
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The smiling faces of some of our beloved children in Leninakan. 


We are bound together even though we 
Armenians are born in another country. 

I wish that I could have recorded the 
shouts, laughter, the Russian-style clapp- 
ing, the kids chanting “Dokey” in their 
Armenian accent, the hugs, kisses, 
flowers, the handshakes from mothers, 


nurses, doctors, directors and the workers 
in the hospitals and orphanage thanking 
me for coming. Now I am satisfied that 
I did my best to help our people in my 
special way. 


Edwin Alberia" 
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KEGHAM TASHJIAN APPOINTED 
TO HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Dr. Kegham Tashjian of Upland, CA, 
a well-known educator in the field of 
Special Education, was recently ap- 
pointed to the Board of Trustees of 
Haigazian College. Dr. Tashjian is the first 
Trustee of Haigazian College who is also 
a graduate of that institution. 

Dr. Tashjian was born in Jordan, grew 
up in Turkey, attended Haigazian College 
in Beirut and earned a doctorate from the 
University of Southern California in the 
field of Special Education. For the past 
20 years he has worked as a teacher, 
researcher and administrator to help 
physically and mentally handicapped 
students lead a more fulfilling life. He is 
currently the principal of the Francis Or- 
thopedic School in Ontario, CA, a school 
for the physically handicapped. 

Dr. Tashjian lives in Upland, CA, with 


Dr. Kegham Tashjian 


his wife and two sons. His community ac 
tivities include serving as a trustee on the 
Upland Seheol Board. 


DR. NORAIR SARIAN HONORED 


Dr. Norair Sarian 


_ The Four Seasons Hotel was the set- 
ting to recognize the recent retirement of 

Orair N. Sarian, M.D., of Los Angeles, 
CA, a life-long supporter and a Board 
Member of AMAA. The event was spon- 
Sored by the Administration and the Staff 
of the Medical Center of North Holly- 
Wood and over two hundred well-wishers 
Were present to recognize Dr. Sarian’s 29 
Years of service to the Center as Chief of 
the Radiology Department. 

After the presentation of an inscribed 
Silver tray and a gift, Medical Center 
President Michael Weinstein said, “Dr. 

arian will be remembered for his many 
Contributions and professional ac- 
Complishments in serving our medical 
Staff, patients and community.” 

Center Chief of Staff, Robert J. 
Leonard, M. D.,, said that in all of his years 
in medical practice he has never seen 
anyone such as Dr. Sarian, who 
translated his articulated Christian beliefs 
to his everyday professional life. 

Dr. Sarian graduated from the Medical 
School of the American University of 
Beirut in 1948. After his internship and 
tesidency, he had further training and a 
fellowship in Radiology and Nuclear 
Medicine at the Graduate Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

He started his career at the former 
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital (presently 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center) as Instruc- 
tor in Clinical Radiology. Later he moved 
to the Medical Center of North Holly- 
Wood as head of the Department of 
Radiology and Nuclear Medicine in 


1959. He was elected Chief of Staff for 
two terms and Chief Radiation Safety Of- 
ficer until his retirement. 


ARTIST LUCY JANJIGIAN’S 
PAINTINGS AT PRESBYTERIAN 
CONVENTION 

Recently Lucy Janjigian of Franklin 
Lakes, Nd, exhibited selected paintings of 
her series “The Uprooted” and “The 
Homeless” on the occasion of the 201st 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) in Convention Center, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

The General Assembly is the annual 
national meeting of the denomination at 
which ministers and lay elders meet to 
transact church business. : 

Currently works from “The Uprooted 
series are at Ramapo College gallery, 
Mahwah, Nd, in conjunction with their 
“The Geoncide” and “The 
Recently, Lucy's paintings 
sions and confer- 


program on 
Holocaust’. 
enriched panel discus 
ences on “The Homeless’ at Montclair 
State College, Montclair, NJ, and a 
Hall University, South Orange, E 


LEZERIAN RECEIVES 

Cee AN SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

Keith D. Bilezerian, son of Mr. Aue a 
Melvin Bilezerian of North is : ' 
was named a 1989 Truman ae 
Keith, @ student at Ohio Ve a 
University, will receive a eT nel a 
$7,000 a yeat for up to four year a 
education leading to a career In pu 


service. 
Keith is a me 
Evangelical Eup 
e 
yidence, Rl, wher 
tive participant 1" Armenian 


youth activities. 


VIRGINIA AP ELIAN 
Mrs. Virginia Apelian, 
cilwoman and 
NJ, is also an E 
ian Church in Cl 
Armenian languags 
Armenian history: s 
ed upon asa speaker oe 
to Armenia and Armenians: 
Virginia serves as 
Presbyterian,’ a eer 
churches that form the oh 
Elizabeth, Nd. She is also the 


k. Being 
ae and well-versed in 


he is frequently call- 
bjects related 


Presbytery of 
ison be- 


Virginia Apelian 


ytery and the Armenian 
of America 


tween the Presb 
Missionary Association 


(AMAA). 


The Mission Committee of Virginia's 


church has dedicated every third ie 
in 1989 to collecting funds for the = 
of Armenian earthquake survivors. ‘ 
collections are channeled through the 
Armenia Relief Fund of the AMAA. 


DR. HARRY SENECA 
Harry (Senekjian) Seneca, M.D., MS 


i icine, F.A.C.P., was recently ap- 
ee visiting Professor/ Lecturer In 
the School of Public Health & Tropical 
Medicine of Tulane University Medical 
Center in New Orleans, LA. 

Dr. Seneca is a prolific writer, having 
published 250 scientific and medical 
papers on various infections, an- 
timicrobials, immunology, steriods, en- 
dotoxins, kidney stones, pyclonephrins, 
etc. He is also the author of two master- 
ful medical texts each of which is con- 
sidered a Magnum Opus in the profes- 
sion: The Biological Basis of Chemo- 
therapy of Infections and Infestations 
(1,180 pages, Davis, Phila.) and Manual 
de Bacteriologia Clinica (250 pages, with 
Fereres, by Omnia, Spain). 

He has received numerous awards for 
his medical and scientific works. He 
served in the U.S. Army Medical Corps. 
during World War II. 

Dr. Seneca is a member of the Invest- 
ment Committee of AMAA and a gener- 
ous contributor to the Armenian Evan- 


gelical Union of North America and other 


organizations. 


Congratulations To Our Graduates 


The Board of Directors and the office 
staff of the AMAA join in extending warm 
congratulations to the following graduates 
whose names were sent to us by the 


Pastors of their respective churches. We. 


rejoice in their accomplishments and ex- 
tend to them our prayerful best wishes for 


ore success and fulfillment in their 
ives. 


Adrouny, John—son of Zaven and 
Armine Adrouny of Hillsborough, CA; 
B.A. degree in Political Science from the 
University of Southern California; 

Almoyan, Paul—son of Hagop and 
Zabel Almoyan of Piscataway, NJ; 
Bachelor of Science degree from Liberty 
University, Lynchburg, VA; 

Arakelian, Alison doy— daughter 
of John and Madeline Arakelian of 
Sanger, ZA; Bachelor of Science degree 
in Consumer Science from California 
State University, Fresno, CA; 

Ashkarian, Anoush Terry— 
daughter of Vahe and Chris Ashkarian of 
Torrance, CA; Juris Doctor degree from 
the University of La Verne, College of 

W; 

Ashkarian, Raffe David—son of 
Vahe and Chris Ashkarian of Torrance, 
CA; Bachelor of Science degree in 
Marketing from California State Univer- 
Sity, Fresno; 

Babaian, Lisa— daughter of Archie 
and Joyce Babaian of Salem, NH; 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics 
from Fairfield University in Connecticut; 
Bazirganian, Alex—son of Nadia 
Bazirganian of Havertown, PA, and the 
late Dr. Bazirganian; B.A. degree in 
Criminal Justice from the University of 
Richmond, VA; 

Bazirganian, Richard—son of 
Nadia Bazirganian of Havertown, PA, 
and the late Dr. Bazirganian; B.A. degree 
in Business Administration from 
Villanova University; 

Bentley, Cynthia — daughter of Mrs. 
Susan Bentley of West Chester, PA, and 
Christopher Bentley; Bachelor of Science 


degree in Mathematics from Bucknell 
University; 


Boloyam, Carl V:—son of Vartan 
and Araxie Boloyan of Cranston, RI; 
graduated from Worcester Polytechnic In- 


stitute in Worcester, MA; 

Changelian, Eric—son of Charles 
and Beatrice Changelian of Arlington, 
MA; Bachelor of Science degree in 
Finance from Bentley College’ 

Chaparian, Abe—son of Rev. 
Apraham and Mrs. Mary Chaparian of 
Pasadena, CA; Master of Science degree 
in Counseling from California State 
University, Los Angeles; 

Chaparian, Lucy—daughter of Rev. 
Apraham and Mrs. Mary Chaparian of 
Pasadena, CA; Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Child Development and Psychology 
from California State University, 
Northridge; 

Console-Ossun, Darlene 
Marie— wife of Tim Ossun and daughter 
of Russ and Anita Console of Fresno, 
CA; Bachelor of Arts degree in Business 
Administration from California State 
University, Fresno; 

Dayian, Daryl—son of Mrs. Anne 
Dayian of E. Greenwich, RI, and the late 
Dr. Edward Dayian; will pursue his career 
as a lawyer, having graduated from the 
University of Rhode Island; 

Doghramji, James—son of Dr. 
Peter and Mrs. Mary Doghramji of Haver- 


. town, PA; M.D. degree from Thomas Jef- 


ferson University; 

Fermanian, Annette— daughter of 
Krikor and Violet Fermanian of Manhat- 
tan Beach, CA; Bachelor's degree in 
Public Administration from U.S.C.; 

Garabedian, Jennifer — daughter 
of John and Helen Garabedian of Bel- 
mont, MA; Master's Degree in Piano Per- 
formance from the New England Conser- 
vatory of Music; 

Garo, Kim— daughter of Philip and 
Elaine Garo of Fresno, CA; Bachelor of 
Science degree in Business Administra- 
tion from California State University, 
Fresno, CA; 

Gazarian, Rena—daughter of Dr. 
Arnold and Mrs. Dianne Gazarian of 
Fresno, CA; graduated Magna Cum 
Laude with a double major in Finance 
and Marketing and a double minor in 
Armenian studies and Agribusiness from 
California State University, Fresno, CA; 

Hanion, Billi—wife of Robert L. 
Foster and daughter of Queenie B. 
Hanlon, formerly of Providence, RI, and 


now living in California, and the late 
William F. Hanlon; Master of Arts degree 
in Psychology frum California State 
University, Sacramento; 

Hanoian, Lesley—daughter of 
Setrag and Beverly Hanoian of Water- 
town, MA; Bachelor of Science degree 
in Economics from Wheaton College; 

Haroutunian, Greg—son 0° 
Vahack and Elizabeth Haroutunian of 
Fresno, CA; graduated Cum Laude with 
a Master of Divinity degree from Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School; 

Janigian, Aris—son of Andy and 
Virginia Janigian of Fresno, CA; Doctor 
of Philosophy degree from Claremont 
College; F 

Kadehjian, Lisa— daughter of 


. Papken and Shake Kadehjian of Long 


Island City, NY, B.A. degree in 
Psychology from New York University: 

Kalemkarian, David C.—husband 
of Shawn Kalemkarian of El Cerrito, CA: 
and son of Stephen and Peggy Kalemkar- 
ian of Fresno, CA; Degree of Juris Doctor 
from the University of California, 
Berkeley; 

Karapogosyan, Mesrop—son of 
Akop and Sirun Karapogosyan of Los 
Angeles, CA; Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Psychology from California State Univer- 
sity, Los Angeles; 

Kassarjian, Raffi—son of Hovel 
and Miralda Kassarjian of San Rafael, 
CA; B.A. degree in International Rela- 
tions from Stanford University; 

Kebadjian, Michael—son of 
Claude and Seta Kebadjian of Water- 
town, MA; Bachelor of Science degree 
in Political Science from Boston College; 

Keledjian, Lynette Gayle— 
daughter of George and Pat Keledjian of 
Fresno, CA; Liberal Studies degree from 
California State University, Fresno, CA; 

Maljanian, Daniel E.—grandson 
of Erma Sweet of Fresno, CA; combin- 
ed J.D. and M.B.A. degree from the 
University of California, Berkeley; 

McNeill, Allison K.— daughter of 
Alex and Pauline (Yesayian) McNeill and 
granddaughter of the late Dr. HG. 
Yesayian; B.A. degree in English from the 
University of Michigan; 

Mokkosian, The Rev. John— 
husband of Linda Mokkosian of Salem, 


ek 


NH; Doctorate of Ministry degree in Mar- 
triage and Family Counseling from An- 
dover Newton Theological Seminary; 

Moore, Lorna—of Fresno, CA, 
daughter of Thomas and Barbara Moore; 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Management from California State 
University, Fresno; 

Nahabedian, Steven—son of 
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State University, Fresno; 

Pandukht, Steven Van—son of 
LeRoy and Patt Pandukht of Fresno, CA; 
graduated Magna Cum Laude with a BS. 
degree in Business Administration from 
California State University, Fresno; 

Porter, Michael T.—husband of 
Nancy Lee Schisa and son-in-law of Lou 
and Clare Schisa of Latham, NY; Doctor 
of Optometry degree from the New Eng- 
i College of Optometry in Boston, 

Roberts, Colin M.—son of Dr. 
Carol Hatch Roberts of Drexel Hill, PA, 
and the late Dr. Keith G. Roberts; B.A. 
a Wesleyan University in Middletown, 

Roberts, Gwyn M.—daughter of 
Dr. Carol Hatch Roberts of Drexel Hill, 
PA, and the late Dr. Keith G. Roberts; 
B.A. from Bryn Mawr College; 

Rudd, Jonathan Haig son of Floyd 
and Ruth (nee Krikorian) Rudd of 
Lacona, NY; Degree of Juris Doctor from 
Villanova University School of Law; 

Sadoian, Carolym—daughter of Dr. 
Harry and Mrs. Helen Sadoian of Fresno, 
CA; B.S. degree in Health Science and 


Community Health from California State. 


University, Fresno; 


Salibian, Jane—daughter of 
George and Mary Salibian of Wood- 
haven, NY; B.S. degree in Paralegal 
Studies from St. John University; 

Sarian, Daniel Paul—son of Arlen 
Sarian of Woodbridge, VA, and the late 
Marian (Balukjian) Sarian; Th.M. degree 
from the Dallas School of Theology; 

Sermabeikian, Greg—son of Kirk 
and Anna Sermabeikian of Saddle River, 
NJ; Bachelor of Science degree in Infor- 
mation Systems from New York Univer- 
sity; 

Tashjian, James (Jimmy)—son of 
Jack Tashjian of Latham, NY, and the late 
Ruth Tashjian; graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from Johnson and Wales College, 
Providence, RI; 

Tavookjian, Dena Alice—of 
Fresno, CA, daughter of Charles Tavook- 
jian and Carol Milnes; Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Liberal Studies from California 
State University, Fresno; 

Tolajian, Michael—son of Aram 
and Sophie Tolajian of Watertown, MA; 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics 
from Cornell Univeristy; 

Tomasian, Douglas—son of Dr. 
Aram and Mrs. Victoria Tomasian of Bel- 

mont, MA; Bachelor of Science degree 


12 


in Biology from Bates College; 
Torigian, Marcus Ara—son of 
Milton and Joy Torigian of Fresno, CA; 
B.S. degree in Biological Sciences from 
the Univeristy of Southern California; 
Tozlian, Sherry— daughter of Jack 
and Janet Tozlian of Fresno, CA; B.A. 
degree in History from the University of 


- California at Los Angeles; 


Tafenkjian, Mark Ralph—son of 
Arthur and Norma Tufenkjian of Fresno, 
CA; M.S. degree in Civil Engineering 
from the University of California, Los 
Angeles; 

Tujian, Caroline—daughter of 
Jerry and Seta Tujian of Foster City, CA; 
B.A. degree in International Relations/ 
Economics from the University of Califor- 
nia, Davis; 

Turpanjian, Deann—daughter of 
Jerry and Pat Turpanjian of Rolling Hills, 
CA, and granddaughter of Harry and 
Helen Savoian of Los Angeles, CA; 
graduated from the School of Architec- 
ture at USC; 

White, Eric—son of Jerry and 
Georgianna White of Methuen, MA; 
Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, MA. 


—— 
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OBITUARIES 


HILDA NUYUJUKIAN 


Hilda Nuyujukian was born on June 5 
1931, in Aleppo, Syria, to Samuel and 
Yeranouhi Cholakian. Hilda was their first 
child, Her parents, survivors of the genocide 
were active church members of the Evangel: 
cal Armenian Church and proud descendants 
of Aram Bay Cholakian, leader of the Zeitun 
resistance. Hilda’s grandmother, Tervanda 
Keshishian from Marash, was a pillar of the 
local Evangelical community. Vartivar 
Cholakian, her grandfather, was a preacher 
and church organist. 

Her upbringing involved schooling at the 
Bethel Armenian Evangelical School and 
American High School for Girls in Aleppo. 
Upon graduation, she began seven years of 
service as director of the Bethel School 
kindergarten. She had always been involved 
in Christian endeavor, drama, and was very 
active in directing and performing music. 

On June 5, 1959, she wed Soghomon 
Nuyujukian, a minister in Aleppo. After one 
year, a son, Ara, was born to her in Alexan- 
dria, Egypt. In 1962, she moved to Beirut 
and two years later hada daughter, Christine. 
Her twelve years in Lebanon were spent as 
a mother, kindergarten superintendent, and 
active supporter of her husband. 

In 1974, the family moved to Salem, NH 
to fill the parsonage of the Salem Anmnaninn 
Church. During this period, she again assisted 

¥ husband in his work and visitation of the 
sick. 

In 1980, the family moved to Drexel Hill 
where she became an active member in the 
Armenian Martyrs Church. In 1984, she 
followed her daughter to work at Rosenbluth 
Travel in Wilmington, Delaware, and took a 
promotion to be the international coordinator 
of their corporate office in Center City. 

Hilda was a wonderful mother, a good wife, 
and a gracious hostess. Everywhere she went, 


* 


she radiated her love for life and care for’ 


others, which was cherished and admired by 
everyone she met. Her smile and her laugh 
will always be remembered. 

The Lord has given, the Lord has taken, 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Editor’s Note: On behalf of the Nuyu- 
jukian and Cholakian families, The Rev. Dr. 
Soghomon Nuyujukian would like to extend 
his heartfelt gratitude to all those who show- 
ed their affection and respect for Hilda Nuyu- 
jukian through their cards, letters and 
telephone messages of sympathy and 
understanding or with in lieu of flowers, gifts 
given to the AMAA in her loving memory. 


THE REV. GEORGE DIRAN 
MINASSIAN 

The Rev. George Diran Minassian was born 
on July 15, 1905, in The Bronx, New York. 
He was baptized in the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York. In 1911 his family mov- 
ed to Ridgefield Park, New Jersey, where 
Diran was a member of Boy Scout Troop No. 
1, the first troop in the United States. In 1921 
the family moved to Reedley, California to live 
on aranch. It was here that Diran served as 
teenage president of the Armenian Christian 
Endeavor Union, then composed of societies 
only in the Fresno area, including Fowler, 
Kingsburg, Parlier and Reedley. After losing 
the ranching battle to the recession of 1922, 
part of the family moved back to New York. 
With Mother Phoebe and Sister Armina still 
in California, Diran was sent to live with his 
Aunt Eunice in The Bronx. Though a total 
stranger, Diran heeded his aunt's urgings and 
attended the Washington Birthday Dinner in 
1923 of the Young People’s Christian Associa- 
tion at the Armenian Evangelical Church. He 
discovered that all the young people spoke 
Armenian, in which he was sadly deficient. 
Diran decided there and then to learn the 
Armenian language, which he later mastered. 
In June, 1925, Diran was elected President 
of the Young People’s Christian Association. 
With hié California Union experience, Diran 
arranged a joint meeting with the Philadelphia 
society in October and then a meeting of all 
societies, including now West New York and 
Troy, in New York on November 22, 1925. 
Thus was born the Interstate Union of the 
Armenian Young People’s Christian Associa- 
tion, with Diran as its first President. In suc- 
ceeding years, this office was the training 
ground of many church leaders. In later years, 
Diran himself became the first American-born 
Trustee and first American-born Elder in the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of New York. 
On November 30, 1933, Diran was mar- 
ried to Lydia, daughter of Badveli Apraham 
and Shoushan Hartunian. The family was 
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blessed with two children, Donald and Roge 
Diran’s vocation was in the rug and carpet 
renovating business, a heavy and hard way 
to make a living. His first love, of course, w5 
church work, and it seemed he was at church 
eight nights a week. In 1949 Diran opened 
a large rug store on the ground floor of his 
own five story building. But his first calling wa° 
stronger—he wanted the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church to be even more vital in holding 
the loyalty of its youth in the post-WWII era: 
So he gave up the newly-opened store and 
enrolled at New York Theological Seminary, 
and later Union Theological Seminary, t® 
study for the professional ministry. He spent 
the first 21/2 of 5 years of study as a dormitory 
student, away from wife and children. Dur 
ing this time he served as the unordained 
Assistant Pastor of Rutgers Presbyterian 
Church. On October 25, 1953, due to his 
outstanding academic record in theological 
education and exemplary church service, he 
became the last person ordained by the 
Presbytery of New York City without an 
undergraduate education. Shortly thereafter, 
Diran was invited by the Armenian Evangelical 
Union—Eastern States to become its first paid 
Youth Worker. 

In 1956, at the conclusion of the two year 
term, the family moved to Fresno, California, 
where Diran assisted with youth work at the 
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church. It 
was in Fresno where Diran first entered the 
real estate business. With both sons now in 
college, Diran and Lydia moved to Santa Bar- 
bara in 1958, where Diran had a very suc- 
cessful real estate career. In fact, he received 
First Place so many times as the top salesman 
in the Santa Barbara Board of Realtors, that 
the Board established a second “First Place” 
award as an incentive to others. It was in Santa 
Barbara, among the non-Armenian communi- 


ty, that Diran now became known by his first 
name. But even here his love for the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church was evident. From 
1960 to 1962, he and Lydia traveled each 
Week to North Hollywood to lead worship, at- 
tend meetings, and meet the pastoral needs 
of the First Armenian Congregational Church 
of San Fernando Valley. The Minassians also 
Organized gatherings of the Armenian com- 
Munity in Santa Barbara. 

In October, 1976, George retired for the first 
time, so he and Lydia could move to San 
Diego to be near son Roger and family. 
Responding again to his first love, he organiz- 
ed the Armenian Evangelical Fellowship of 
San Diego, which met quarterly in the church 
Pastored by Roger. During this time he also 
took a 40-day mission trip to the Middle East 
to encourage our churches and youth work 
there, And when the New York church was 
Without a pastor, he served as interim pastor 
for two months at his own expense to assist 

is home church. 

In the fall of 1980, the Minassians return- 
ed to Santa Barbara, where George reentered 
the real estate business. Following his stroke 
'N 1983, George and Lydia moved to Fresno 
io be near son Roger, who was now pastor- 
'ng Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church. 

hroughotit all these years he and Lydia also 
Enjoyed regular visits with the family of son 

Onald, a Professor of Mathematics at Butler 

Niversity in Indianapolis, Indiana. In May of 
1989 George suffered a second stroke which 
further incapacitated him. A third and final 
Stroke took him home on Monday, July 3, 
1989, to the Lord he so faithfully and so 
tirelessly served. 

Today George Diran is survived by his wife, 
Lydia; two sons, Donald and Roger; a sister, 
Armina Iskiyan of Tucson; and four grand- 
children, David, Laura, Paul, and Valerie. 


JOHN MANOOG HALAJIAN 

John Manoog Halajian was born in the 
tegion of Kharpert, the village of Nor Kegh, 
in Western Armenia (now Turkey), on July 8, 
1891. Very early on he became acquainted 
with the fear that Armenians shared towards 
their Turkish rulers. His father, Manoog, had 
him take his younger brother's birth year as 
his own, so that he would not be conscripted 
into the Turkish army, thus enabling him to 
leave Turkey with his uncles for America. 
However, after arriving in Chicago, he receiv- 
ed the news that his family had been 
massacred during the Genocide—mother, 
father and seven siblings, all dead. Life lost 
its meaning for him, so he resolved to join the 
US. Army, to fight against the powers which 
destroyed his family. He received an 
honorable discharge in 1919. 
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In 1926, he married Agnes Terzian in her 


parents’ home in Fresno. The newlyweds 
moved to San Francisco and began seeking 
work. God was with them every step of the 
way, and John and Agnes in turn founded 
their lives firmly on Him, both trusting Jesus 
Christ as their Savior and Lord. John was able 
to find work as an auto mechanic, learning the 
trade and working hard for twelve years, Un- 
til he was able to buy the business from i 
boss. Both John and Agnes gave their in a 
after years bought the building also, and fi; be 
retired in 1944 at age 53. Through all this y 
worked together, in sincere love i om 
other, and with sincere gratitude towards to) 
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The scriptures were important in his personal 
belief, and often he would sing, Der Voghor- 
mya (Lord, have mercy), including verses that 
he had written himself. The Lord, in his mer- 
cy; blessed John with a long life, and welcom- 
ed him into eternity on June 8, 1989, one 
month short of his 98th birthday. 

Having no children of their own, they 
adopted everyone. There are many friends 

‘and neighbors, both Armenian and non- 

Armenian, who will surely miss John for 
many, many years to come. br 

The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 
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BIBLES FOR ARMENIA 


The following are excerpts from letters and statements written by church 
leaders and Christian workers in Armenia. 


“The physical need of the survivors of the catastrophic earthquake is great 
ar but their need for spiritual relief and comfort is greater and more 
critical,” 

“One way of providing for the spiritual relief of our people is to make the 
Word of God available to them. . . There is a new and unprecedented interest 
in the Christian faith and in the spoken, as well as the written Word of God. 
People find comfort, consolation and peace in the gospel of Jesus Christ. There 
Gre virtually thousands of people who aré eager to have their own Bible.” 

“The need of our nation at the present time, besides lodging, food and 
clothing, is the Living Word of God—the Bible . . .” 

“In most cases, when believers took clothing and financial help to the 
hospitals, the patients said, ‘Please, more than clothing and financial help, we 
need the Word of God. Bring us Bibles.” ” 

“Once again, | thank God for the AMAA and for its ‘Bibles for Armenia’ 


9 sige which the Word of God, the "Good News’ is provided to our 
nation. 


In light of the foregoing, the AMAA, along with its material assistance to 
the victims of the earthquake of last December, is making every effort to deliver 
#5 many Bibles as possible to Armenia for distribution to our people. After suc- 
cessfully delivering a shipment of 5,000 Bibles in May, the AMAA is now work- 
ing in cooperation with the Armenian Evangelical Union of France on a larger 
shipment of 20,000 Bibles. This is an historical opportunity to make the comfort- 
ing and reviving Word of God available to our people in our “Myre Hairenik” 
WILL YOU HELP? 

Your gifts will help to meet the challenge of sending more Bibles for Armenia. 
Please fill in the coupon below and mail it today. 

Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


Yes. | want to share in the “Bibles for Armenia” 
z project. 
Enclosed is my gift of $__ : 


Name 
Address __ 
City & State Zip 


Make checks payable to AMAA. One hundred percent of contributions are used for purchasing 
Bibles. All gilts are tax deductible 


Association of America 
140 Forest Avenue ‘2 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
MR. & MRS. O ASLANIAN 
P. O. BOX 3952 
VISALIA, CA 93278 


UNIQUE RECORDING © 
OF KOMITAS _ 
DIVINE 


LITURGY 


We are pleased to announce the : 
availability of the Komitas Divine 
Liturgy (Badarak) on cassette tape 

*Professionally recorded in Yerev@!” 
in 1988 and produced in Boston, MA: 

Performed by the choir of St ' 
Gayane Church in Etchmiadzin under 
conductor Komitas Keshishian. 

This is the first digital recording 
realized in Armenia, with which oné 
of our treasures takes on a new life 
enters the musical culture of the wo 
Because of this and its inspiration?! 
value we believe that every Armenia" 
home should own one. 

For your orders, fill in the coupo™ 
below and mail it to: Armenian Mis 
sionary Association of America, Int» 
140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, Nd 
07652, 


Please forward___copy/copies of 
the Komitas Divine Liturgy @ $10.00, 
plus $1,50 for pestage and handling per 


is 


Enclosed is my check for $___ 
_— Bill me. 


Name 
Address 


i $e 


Non-Profit Ord: 


Permit No.55 


